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All the Samboses have white teeth as we have, far unlike to the Sapies which do inhabit about Rio Grande : for their teeth are all filed, which they do for bravery, to set themselves out; and do jag [? tattoo] their flesh, both legs, arms, and bodies as workmanlike as a jerkin maker with us pinketh a jerkin. These Sapies be more civil than the Samboses. For whereas the Samboses live most by the spoil of their enemies, both In taking their victuals, and eating them also: the Sapies do not eat man's flesh, unless, in the wars, they be driven by necessity thereunto (which they have not used [done] but by the example of the Samboses); but live only with fruits and cattle, whereof they have great store.
This plenty Is the occasion that the Sapies desire not war, except they be thereunto provoked by the invasions of the Samboses: whereas the Samboses, for want of food, are enforced thereunto ; and, therefore, are not only wont to kill them that they take, but also keep those that they take until such time as they want meat, and then they kill them.
There is also another occasion that provoketh the Samboses to war against the Sapies ; which is for coveteousness of their riches. For whereas the Sapies have an order [a custom] to bury their dead in certain places appointed for that purpose, with their gold a]bout them; the Samboses dig up the ground to have the same treasure: for the Samboses have not the like store of gold that the Sapies have.
In this island of Sanibula, we found about fifty boats called [in Portuguese] almadas or canoes, which are made of one piece of wood, digged out like a trough; but yet of a good proportion, being about eight yards long, and one in breadth, having a beak head, and a stern very proportionably made; and on the outside artificially carved, and painted red and blue. They are able to carry [at sea] twenty or thirty men; but about the coast, threescore and upward. In these canoes, they row, standing upright, with an oar somewhat longer than a man ; the end whereof is made about the breadth and length of a man's hand of the largest sort. They row very switt; and, in some of them, four rowers and one to steer make as much way as a pair of oars in [a wherry on] the Thames of London.
Their towns aie prettily divided, with a main street at